he says "secured the good will and respect of the Military"-and this incident is now to be told.
Before Powell tells the story in his own way, some explanation should be given of the mist en scine. 3 Even before but especially after the Declaration of Independence in 1776, many loyal citizens in Virginia and the Carolinas, some from Pennsylvania and other northern provinces, left their homes to avoid persecution by their rebel countrymen. Canada was not at first the goal of most of those " who loved
The cause . . . . and kept their faith To England's Crown" :
they for the most part went westward into the wilds of the hinterland. Kentucky-or Kentuck, as it was often called-the "dark and bloody ground," had been explored in the seventh decade of the eighteenth century by the celebrated Daniel Boone and others of the same type:-a few settlers had made their way into this wilderness before 1776. It was in Kentucky and the hinterland of North Carolina that many loyalists determined to seek a refuge and a quiet habitation--they were not alone, for many disloyal were soon to be found scattered throughout this vast territory. This was the Indians' best hunting ground, and the settlements, however few and scattered, disturbed the game-moreover the settlers had continued the inveterate frontier custom of whites in America, and killed "every defenceless Indian they met with." '6 They lived up to the hideous maxim, "There is no good Indian but a dead Indian," formulated it may be in our time but felt long before.
The Indians felt deeply the loss of their hunting grounds, upon which they depended in part for food and almost wholly for furs to barter with the Whites. Massacres took place on either side, torture and death or slavery were the lot of the unfortunate prisoner, male or female, infant or adult. The Indians were soon convinced that they could not drive out the intruder by their own efforts and they demanded help from the British posts at Detroit and Michilimackinac. Each of these places had a small garrison of the regular army and a considerable number of fur traders, fearless and adventurous. At first the Commandants or "Lieutenant-Governors" of the Forts turned a deaf ear to the suppliants & -they had no desire to take part with the Redman against their own kin, and, moreover, the posts themselves were not too secure and required for their defence all the available military force. A few volunteers joined the Indian expeditions, for such expeditions were at that time looked upon by the semi-civilized, and even by some who believed themselves to be civilized, as an interesting vacation, not unlike our own present hunting trips,* and not much more dangerous. But the American became aggressive: the safety of Detroit, Michilimackinac, Niagara, became still more doubtful, the Indians began to be disaffected and threatened to take the side of the rebels; and when Henry Hamilton, Lieutenant-Governor of Detroit, 8 was captured by "the backwoodsman of Kentucky," Colonel George Rogers Clark, at Vincennes, early in 1779, it was obvious that something must be done to bold the Indians as well as to check the rebels.
Not much was done in that direction in 1779, but in 1780, Captain Henry Bird 9 of the 8th Foot, who had acted with the Indians in 1779, 7The requests of the Indians for help to drive out the intruders are 'repeated time and again in the letters from the Commandants at Detroit and Michilinackinac to the Governor-General at Quebec-these are to be found in the Haldimand Papers in the Canadian Archives. 8Henry Hamilton was Lieutenant-Governor of Detroit (in 1778), he made one expedition to the South and captured Vincennes, but the following winter was himself taken with all his forces and the Post by Col. George Rogers Clark. He was treated with brutality by Jefferson, the Governor of the State, and afterwards President of the United States, but was afterwards paroled and exchanged. He then went to England in 1781, but returned to Canada in 1782 as Lieutenant Governor; he acted as Governor in the absence of Haldimand, 1784-1785; in the latter year he was cashiered, being succeeded by Henry Hope. His conduct as Lieutenant-Governor of Quebc was not wise and his recall was wholly justified.
RHenry Bird was at this time a Captain in the 8th; he took part in expeditions with the Indians in 1779 and 1780; on his return to Detroit he was, in September, 1780. appointed acting engineer at that Post, which office he filled with success. He acquired from the Indians in 1784 some land at Amherstburg, which afterwards (1796) was taken by the Government for building Fort Amherstburg to command the mouth of the River Detroit. He established his family on this land, cleared about 200 acres of it and built two or three dwelling was placed in command of a force of about 150 White soldiers and some Indians by Major Arent S. De Peyster, who had succeeded Hamilton as (acting) Lieutenant Governor of Detroit. Bird was to. gather Indians about him and with them attack the Fort at the Falls of the Ohio, i. e., Louisville, which had been built and was garris oned by the Americans: if successful in this, he was to attack other Forts in Kentucky.
With him went "the three Girtys," Simon, George and James, of "Injun story" fame 10 , and at the Miami he was joined by Captain houses, made a good garden and planted an extensive orchard at an expense of £1200-Can. Arch., Q. 10Simon Girty is called a renegade and other hard names by most of the writers of history or tales of this western country; he had faults, but has received very hard measure-he took the losing side in the Revolutionary struggle. He was the second child, born 1741; James, the third, born 1743, and George, the fourth, born 1745, of Simon Girty, an Irishman, and his wife, Mary Newton, an English girl-they had another son, the eldest, Thomas, but he does not figure with his three brothers. The birthplace of the Girtys was near Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. The mother, -after the father's death at the hands of an Indian in a drunken frolic, married John Turner, who had killed the Indianthe family moved westward and took refuge in Fort Granville. The Fort was taken by the Indians, 1756, and Turner, his wife and her children were hurried into the wilderness. Turner, being recognized, was tortured and burnt to death at the stake in the presence of his wife and her five children, the youngest being the son of Turner. She and the youngest son, John Turner, were given to the Delawares; the four Girtys for a time at least to the others. The eldest, Thomas, was recaptured within a few weeks; but Simon, James and George were taken further away and adopted by the Indians, Simon going to the Senecas, James to the Shawnees and George to the Delawares. In 1759 Mrs. Turner and her four boys were delivered up at Pittsburg. The three Girtys had thoroughly learned the Indian languages and had acquired more than a trace of Indian lore, skill and disposition. Simon at first took the side of the Colonials and was looked upon as a zealous Whig, but in 1778 he definitely chose the British cause and left Pittsburg for Detroit with Alexander McKee, Mathew Elliott and others, a party of seven in all. Thereafter until the end of his life he was an indefatigable and invaluable servant of the Crown in negotiating with, leading and taking the field with the Indians. He is said to have been the last to leave Detroit when it was given up to the Americans in 1796 under Jay's Treaty. Thereafter he lived on his farm in the Township of Gosfield in Upper Canada until his death in 1817.
He has been charged with cruelty and he was cruel as were most of the backwoodsmen of his time; but he was not wantonly cruel. Many instances are Alexander McKee, then the Deputy Indian Agent at Detroit.
1
The expedition was at first successful-Fort Liberty or Ruddle's Station fell, then Martin's Fort or Martin's Station followed, and Louisville was next to be attacked. But he ran out of provisions, because of the wanton destruction of cattle by the Indians ;12 his prisoners were in danger of starving; the Indians were getting wholly beyond controlthey had captured a few small forts or stockades of settlers and had recorded of his saving prisoners from torture and death, more he would have saved if he could. Of his devotion to the Loyalist side I have no reason to doubt. Henry Bird, who knew him well and at whose side he had stood in times of stress and extreme danger, said of him to Lieutenant-Colonel Bolton:
"Girty, I assure you, Sir, is one of the most useful, disinterested friends in his Department, Government has"-Letter from Upper Sandusky (1779). Can. Arch., B. 100, p. 158.
James Girty was persuaded by Simon to espouse the cause of the Crown and he arrived at Detroit in August, 1778, about a month after his more distinguished brother. He is said to have excelled Simon in savagery, but his ferocity is much over-rated. He became a merchant at St. Marys in Ohio, married a Shawnee woman, and at length removed to Detroit and to Essex County in Upper Canada. He died in the Township of Gosfield in 1817: unlike Simon and George he was very temperate in his habits, and if he indulged in the orgies of cruelty with which he is charged, he had not the excuse of drunkenness.
George Girty became a Senior Lieutenant in the Continental Army, but only to save himself from being sent a prisoner to the mines; he enlisted hoping to be able to make his escape to Detroit, which he effected in August, 1779; he, like his brothers, was a fearless fighter and thoroughly skilled in woodcraft. He.was also employed by the Crown, but afterwards went back to the Delawares, married among them and had several children. He died at a trading post on the Maumee, about two miles below Fort Wayne, Indiana.
Those interested in the members of this extraordinary family will find an accurate and (generally speaking) impartial account in Butterfield's History of the Girty's, Cincinnati. 1890-the book is rare and out of print, but a copy turns up now and then in the second-hand shops.
"Alexander McKee, whose descendants are still living at Windsor and its vicinity, was one of the most useful and devoted of the officers of the King at Detroit. He. a native of Pennsylvania, had been, from 1772 on, Deputy Agent of Indian Affairs at Fort Pitt (Pittsburg) and was undoubtedly enthusiastically loyal to the Crown. He was a J. P. and carried on a large and lucrative business before the outbreak of hostilities between the Colonies and Motherlandimprisoned by General Hand in 1777, he was released on parole-being threatened with imprisonment in the following year, he made his escape to Detroit with Simon Girty and others. Thereafter he took a most active part on the loyalist side and was made a Colonel. He went into business in Detroit and was appointed Deputy-Superintendent of Indian Affairs, afterwards in 1794 Superintendent General. He was appointed in 1789 a member of the Land Board of Hesse and was granted land-he died in 1799.
We shall see that he was appointed a Judge of the Court of Common Pleas for the District of Hesse in 1788, but made way for Powell. See note 36, post. ' 2 Haldimand, writing to Major Arent S. De Peyster from Quebec, August 10, 1780, after receiving Bird's report of the conduct of the Indians on this expedition, says:
"Their conduct with Captain Bird is highly reprehensible. They have incessantly reproached the Commanding officer for not sending Troops to assist them in preventing the Incursion of the Rebels and when with great Expenses and at a very inconvenient Time you fitted out one Expedition for that purpose they grew refractory and instead of complying with and supporting the measures of their conductor by which success must have been ensured, they aban-slain at will and constantly hankered after the delights of the torturestake-nothing was open to the perplexed Captain but to return as quickly as possible to Detroit with his prisoners and the remains of his force.
As was the case in many former raids, negro slaves were taken ;13 they were divided among the Indians and the whites and some were sold. Of the white prisoners taken, some were put to hard labour in doned him, followed their wild schemes and by wantonly contrary to their engagement killing the Cattle rendered it impossible for him to prosecute the Intention of his taking the field"-Can. Arch., B. 121, p. 56.
Captain Bird's report to Major De Peyster from Ohio, opposite Licking Creek, July 1, 1780, reads: "When they saw the Six Pounder moving across the Field, they immediately surrendered, they thought the Three Pounder a Swivel the Indians and their Department had got with them-The, conditions granted That their Lives should be saved, and themselves taken to Detroit, I forewarn'd them that the Savages would adopt some of their children. The Indians gave in Council the Cattle for Food for our People & the Prisoners and were not to enter till the next day-But whilst Capt. McKee and myself were in the Fort settling these matters with the poor People, they rush'd in, tore the poor children from their mothers' Breasts, killed a wounded man and every one of the cattle, leaving the whole to stink. We had brought no Pork with us and were now reduced to great distress and the poor Prisoners in danger of being starved.
I talked hardly to them of their breach of Promise-but however we marched to the next fort, which surrendered without firing a gun. The same Promises were made & broke in the same manner, not one pound of meat and near 300 Prisoners-Indians breaking into the Forts after the Treaties were concluded. The Rebels ran from the next Fort and the Indians burn't it. They then heard the news of Col. Clark's coming against them & proposed returning-which indeed had they not proposed I must have insisted on, as I had then fasted some time & the Prisoners in danger of starving incessant rains rotted our People's feet the Indians almost all left us within a day's march of the Enemy. It was with difficulty I procured a guide thro' the woods-I marched the poor women & children 20 miles in one day over very high mountains, frightening them with frequent alarms to push them forward, in short, Sir, by water & land we came with all our cannon &c 90 miles in 4 days, one day out of which we lay by entirely, rowing 50 miles the last day-we have no meat & must subsist on Flour if there is nothing for us at Lorimiers. I am out of hope of getting any Indians to hunt, or accompany us, however George Girty I detain to assist me-I could, Sir, by all accounts have gone through the whole country without any opposition had the Indians preserved the cattle."-Can. Arch., B. 100, p. 410.
131n the reports from Detroit and Michilimackinac about this time there are many references to blacks, slaves, being brought in as prisoners. E. g., in Lieutenant-Governor Patrick Sinclair's report to Lieutenant-Colonel Bolton, Michilimackinac, June 8, 1780, he says that "the Indians & Volunteers on the attack against the. Illinois . . . brought off forty-three scalps, thirty-four prisoners Black and White and killed about 70 persons. Can. Arch., B. 100, p. 430.
Lieutenant John Campbell writing to Captain Robert Matthews from Montreal August 10, 1780, enclosed a "Return of the Negroes brought in by the Indians and sold to the Inhabitants of Montreal and others" to lay before the Governor General. Can. Arch., B. 111, p. 176.
There were many negro slaves at this time throughout Canada-the Indians themselves had many-and their value as an article of trade was well known. On several occasions the Indians killed the whites whom they could .not sell, but kept the blacks whom they could-it was rare although not entirely unknown that they tortured or slew a negro. In addition to negro slaves there were also Indian slaves generally known as Panis, i. e. Pawnees, from their being gen-retaliation for the cruelty practised on Hamilton. Some, including several of those who claimed to be loyal, were sent east by way of Niagara to Montreal 1 4 and some of these to Quebec. Writing from Detroit, August 4, 1780, he says: "Captain Bird arrived here this morning with about One hundred and fifty Prisoners . . . the remainder coming in for in spite of all his endeavours to prevent it the Indians broke into their Forts and seized many-the whole will amount to about three hundred and fifty . . . the Prisoners are greatly fatigted with travelling so far, some sick and some wounded. I shall defer sending them down least it should be attended with bad consequences" . Apparently the party in which Mrs. La Force was arrived at Niagara in November, as Brig.-Genl. Powell states in his letter to Haldimand, November 10, 1780, "I shall send by this opportunity fourteen Prisoners to Montreal-they are most of them women and children." Can. Arch., B. 96, 2, p. 629. And they probably arrived at Montreal, December 2, Can. Arch., B. 129, p. 190, although that is not certain; it is reasonably certain that it was late in the year. Mrs. La Force's petition reached the Governor-General, Janfiary 8, 1781, and Powell was not the man to let the grass grow under his feet in a case of this kind (see note post).
"5I have copied the MSS exactly in spelling and punctuation; the use of a capital letter with nouns (still the practice in German) continued in English till well within the last century; some who had received their education in the eighteenth or the early part of the nineteenth century kept up the custonx till death; it was not unusual to capitalize also the important words other than nouns-verbs were seldom so written. The universal capitalization of gentile adjectives such as French, Indian, is equally modern-hence Powell writes "british" "Mr. P" is of course Mr. Powell.
16In the Petition referred to post, Mrs. La Force states that her. husband was "late of Virginia."
ance from the governing Party that he determined to retire into the wilderness, that he accordingly mustered his whole family, consisting of several sons and their Wives and Children, and Sons-in-law with their Wives and Children, a numerous band of select and valuable Slaves Male and female, and a large Stock of Cattle, with which they proceeded westward, intending to retire into Kentucky. "That after they had passed the inhabited Country, they preposed to rest a few days; and having formed their camp, towards Evening a fat beeve was selected and two of his Sons undertook to kill him; one fired and the ox fell, when the other laid down his Rifle near the Tent and ran in to assist in flaying and dressing the Carcase. In the meantime ,the old Gentleman, fatigued with the day's march retired to his Bed in his Tent and was asleep when upon the loud report of a Gun, she found he was wounded mortaly as he lay by her side. Her unhappy Son, when retiring to rest, recollected his rifle, and in feeling round in the dark among the Tent Cords, it went off and killed his father. This melancholy Event did not however arrest their Progress more than one day; but pursuing their Route to the westward, they made a Pitch in the wilderness considered to be five hundred miles from -any civil Establishment. Here they surrounded a Piece of Ground with Pickets as a Defence against the Indians and built their hutts for themselves with their Slaves within it. With the strength they possessed in their own party, the wilderness soon changed its appearance, and promised amply to repay their Lahours; but after a residence of three years without communication with the world, a Party of regular Troops and Indians from the british Garrison at Detroit appeared in the Plain and summoned them to surrender. 17 Relying upon british faith, they open'd their Gate on condition of Protection to 'their Persons and Property from the Indians; but they had no sooner surrendered and receive that promise, than her 17This was not one of the two large Forts which Bird took in his 1780 expedition Fort Liberty and Martin's Station, but a smaller Fortification; that there were several small forts is certain; that some of the prisoners brought to Detroit were from the small forts and that they (or some of them) were not rebels appears from the letter from De Peyster of August 4, 1780, already referred to (Can. Arch., B. 100, p. 441): "In a former letter to the Commander in Chief I observed that it would be dangerous having so many Prisoners here but I then thought those small Forts were occupied by a different set of people."
Bird in his report to De Peyster, Ohio River, June 10, 1780, speaking of the irritating conduct of the Indians says: "I hope Sir, my next will inform you of success in our undertakings, tho' their attack on the little Forts their number being so great is mean of them." Can. Arch., B. 100, p. 407.
Captain Alexander McKee reporting to De Peyster on the same expedition writing from Shawanese Village, July 8, 1780, tells of the capture of the two large Forts and says "the great propensity for Plunder again occasioned dis-sons and sons-in-law had to reort to arms to resist the Insults of the "This relation will be credited with difficulty but accident some time after put into the Hands of Mr. P. a document of undeniable credit, which, however, was unnecessary; for on Mr. P.'s representation of the Case to Sir F. Haldiman the most peremptory orders to the Commandant at Detroit to find out the Slaves of Mrs. Le Force in whose ever possession they might be and transmit them to their Mistress at Montreal; but Detroit was too far distant from Headquarters and Interests prompting to disobedience of such an order too prevalent for it to produce any effect; and the Commandant acknowledged in answer to a reiterated order that the Slaves could not be produced; content amongst them and several parties set out towards the adjacent Forts to plunder Horses." Can. Arch., B. 100, p. 413.
Haldimand writing to Sir Henry Clinton from Quebec in 1780 (Can. Arch., B. 147, p. 283) says:
"A Detachment from Detroit . . . has destroyed three Forts . . . the Fickle and Perverse conduct of the Indians prevented something great being effected"-but that the La Force fortification was not one of the three is obvious from Bird's Report (note 12 ante). Can. Arch., B. 100, p. 410.
SThis conduct of the Indians was duplicated on very many occasions. The shocking massacre by Montcalm's Indian allies of the British soldiers, their women and children after the surrender of Ticonderoga in 1757 is too well known to be narrated bere-Kingsford's History of Canada, Vol. IV, pp. 65-69, contains a sufficiently extended and accurate account of the horrible tragedy-a disgrace to French Arms-it may be noted that this was one of the occasions when the Indians .killed negros.
Bird has himself been disgusted with the brutality of some of his allies in the preceding year 1779-the Wyandottes were determined to torture a prisoner to death; Bird did his best, offering the savages $400 and at length $1,000 for him all in vain; he then advised the captive to defend himself with a gun as long as he could, but the unfortunate man was "taken away and murdered at a great rate." Captain Bird took the body and buried it, the Wyandottes dug it up and put the head on a pole; Bird burried it again and lashed out at them all "You damned rascals, if it was in my power as it is in the power of the Americans, not one of you should live. Nothing would please me more than to see such devils as you are all killed. You cowards, is that all you can do to kill a poor innocent prisoner? You dare not show your faces where an Army is: but here you are busy when you have nothing to fear. Get away from me -never will I have anything to do with you." Butterfield's History of the Girty's, pp. 93, 94; 7 Pennsylvania Archives,' O, S., pp. 524, 525.
Notwithstanding all that has b~en said and written on either side, it is plain that (speaking generally) thoso ih authority on both sides in the Revolutionary War s deprecated the use of Indian Allies. It is true that at all times some and in times of great stress some gave way to temptation--necessitas tion habet legent--but all knew the danger and most avoided it as much as possible. Each side accused and continues to accuse the other, both with some justice but both with exaggeration.
although their names and those of their new masters were correctly ascertained and a list transmitted with the order, and is as follows: 19Le Duc, probably Philip Le Duc, a French Canadian who cheerfully accepted British citizenship on the conquest in 1760; like most of his compatriots he preferred Royal rule to Republicanism, and he proved a useful subject. He joined Bird's party as an artificer and was well thought of by his Commander. Bird writes to De Peyster, Ohio River, June 11, 1750, "Mons. Le Duc has behaved extremely well in every respect and has been very serviceable in making shafts and repairing carriages in which matters he offered his services. You seemed, Sir, to have an inclination to serve him on our leaving Detroit; I don't doubt but you will on his return find him worthy your notice '-Can. Arch., B. 100, p. 407.
Ht-was one of the many inhabitants of Detroit who in 1769 protested against the giving of Hog Island-now Belle Isle, the beautiful Park of Detroitto Lieutenant George McDougall of the 60th Foot; they had been accustomed to pasture their cattle upon the island as a common given to the public by de ]a Motte the first Commandant of the Post.
The claim of Lieutenant McDougall gave rise to the first case tried by Powell when he became Judge at Detroit in 1789. The story has been told in outline in my address before the Michigan Bar Association at Lansing, June, 1915-"The First Judge of Detroit and His Court." 2 Oaptain Duncan Graham, an officer in the Indian Department, who was afterward stationed at Michilimackinac, Can. Arch., B. 123, p. 427; do. do. C. 678, p. 160; do. do. M. G., 11, p,. 525, sqq. He had taken part with Bird in his campaign with the -Indians in 1779-Bird writes from St. Duski (Sandusky) to Lieutenant Lernoult, Acting Commandant at Detroit, a letter received April 17, 1779, and says: "Capt. Graham has been so anxious to return ever since the day of his arrival that it's with the utmost difficulty I have prevailed with him to remain." 21 Matthew Elliott was an Irishman who emigrated to Pennsylvania before the Revolution and engaged in the Indian trade, with headquarters at Fort Pitt (Pittsburg). Trading with the Indians he was in October, 1776, captured by a party of Wyandottes and his goods taken from him. With his servant, Michael Herbert, he made his way to Detroit where in March, 1777, he was arrested as a spy by Hamilton and sent by him to Quebec. Next year he was released on parole and went back to Pittsburg via New York; in March, 1778, he escaped from Pittsburg with McKee, Simon Girty and others and with them went to Detroit An American writer (Butterfield, History of the Girtys, p. 57) says, "There were not to be found . . . three persons so well fitted collectively to work upon the minds of the Western Indians for evil to the patriot cause as Simon Girty, Matthew Elliott and Alexander McKee."-The subsequent efforts and success of these three fully justify this statement;-they generally acted together and showed determination and consummate skill. Elliott became a Captain in the Indian service and took part in most of the campaigns carried on against the Americans. He acquired considerable property near Fort Malden where he lived for the later years of his life; his property there was laid waste by the American invader in the War of 1812. He was one of the Members of the House of Assembly of Upper Canada for Essex in the Third Parliament, 1800-1804, the Fourth, 1804-1808, and the Fifth, 1808-1812. "Your Petitioner most humbly sheweth-"That your Petitioner about three years past had the affliction of losing her said husband .and was left a widow with five children: That her late husband together with his Family: and thirteen negro slaves had been obliged to remove two hundred miles into the inner uninhabited part of the country; to be out of the way of all Troubles; That her said husband always had beein a very loyal subject of His Majesty, on which account he was at different times greatly distressed by heavy fines, which were Layed on him, and at last obliged him to remove from his habitation where he and his Family lived at their ease. That on the 25th of June last past your Petitioner together with her five children and said thirteen negro slaves belonging to her the Petitioner were disturbed in their (as they thought) safe retirement by a party of Soldiers and Indians of His Majesty, and were by them taken Prisoners and carried to detroit where on their arrival said negro slaves were sold & disposed of without your Petitioners consent or receiving any benefit thereby-to ,her very great Detriment said slaves being her only resource she had and only property left in this country, and now your Petitioner and Family being in the utmost distress and considered her Farr advanced age not being able to do anything towards the support of her Fa children in a strange country destitute of. everything she the Petitioner most humbly has resource to Your Excellency, and prays that your Excellency with a ,paternal eye will look on her very great affliction and take her case into consideration and give her said Petitioner Liberty to reclame the above mentioned her negro slaves or to order the purchasers of them to pay unto her your Petitioner whatever sum or sums of money as your Excellency will think in Justice and equity to be due to her the Petitioner as being the sole proprietor of said slaves: And your Petitioner as in Duty bound will every pray.
AGNES LAFORCE."
In the following year occurred an incident creditable to Powell's humanity; it is significant of the times and requires no explanationthis will be told in his own words :26
Montreal, 22 August, 1782. Sir I should make an Apology for the Liberty I take but that I consider it a public Duty.
When you were here some time since, I am informed that mention was made to you of a young female slave bought of the Indians by a Mr. Campbell, a Publican of this Town, and that when you learned that she was the Daughter of a decent family in Pennsylvania, 2 7 captured by the Indians at 10 years of age, your Humanity opposed itself to the barbarous Claim of her Master and you Promised that she should be returned to her Parents by the first Flag with Prisoners..2S
In Consequence of such a Promise the Child had been taught to expect a speedy release from her Bondage, and, finding that her Name was in the List permitted by his Excellency to cross the Lines with a flag from St. Johns, she imagined that there could be no Obstacle to her Return; but, being informed that Mr. Campbell had threatened to 261 copy from MS. of Powell's; which I have checked with photostat copies of the originals in the Canadian Archives.
2 7The western part of Pennsylvania is meant which was seething with conflicts on a small scale between the Loyalists and the Republicans, the Indians for the most part took the side of the former, "our savages" as Powell calls them.
2 81n 1780 Germain instructed Haldimand that "all prisoners from revolted Provinces are committed as guilty of high treason niot as prisoners of war"-Can. Arch., B. 59, p. 54, but a change sooln took place and after some intermediate stages, Shelburne, the Home Secretary, in April, 1782,'-instrucfed Haldimand that all American prisoners were tb' be held for exchange. " Can. Arch., B. 50, p. 164. (The short lived Secretaiyship for the Colonies instituted in 1768 had only four incumbents, the notorious Lord George Germain being the thirdafter Welbore Ellis had filled the place for a very short time it was abolislied in 1782 by 22 George 111, c. 82, and the Home Secretary was charged with its duties.)
give her back to the Indians, she eloped last Evening, and took refuge in my House from whence a female Prisoner, (sometime a nurse to my children) was to sett off this Morning for the Neighborhood of the Child's Parents. Upon Application from Mr. Campbell to Brigadr. Genl. De Speht 2 0 , setting forth that He had furnished her with money, an order was obtained for the delivery of the Child to her Master and there was no time for any other Accommodation° than an undertaking on my part to reimburse Mr. Campbell the Price he paid for her to the Indians. This I am to do on his producing a Certificate from some Military Gentleman, whom he says was present at the Sale.
3 1 I have no objection to an Act of Charity of this Nature, but all Political Considerations aside I am of opinion that the national Honor is interested, that this Redemption should not be the Act of an Individual. As Commissary of Prisoners I have stated the Case to you, Sir, that you may determine upon the propriety of reimbursing me, or not, the sum I may be obliged to pay on this occasion.
That all may be fairly stated I should observe that the Child was never returned a Prisoner, nor has drawn Provisions as such-although 29 The name of Brigadier General De Speth (Sp~ht Powell calls him and he is sometimes even officially called "Speth" e. g. The purchase or other acquisition of white girls from their Indian captors was common at all times-I mention only two instances out of many appearing in the reports about that time. Owen Bowen, who had been a clerk at Niagara Falls, married a female white prisoner with three children, he complained to Haldimand from Montreal, November 20, 1783, that his two step daughters Mary and Anne West had been taken prisoners by a war party of Delaware Indians in 1779 and taken by them to Detroit, when Colonel De Peyster obtained possession of them by interceding with the Indians. The girls had lived with De Peyster for more than four years and when the stepfather wrote-as he did several times-to De Peyster to send them to Niagara the answer was returned "That the Girls could not l e spared." Col. 
